
 

 

 
February 14, 2012 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC  20500 

 

RE:  Medicare Policies Involving Access to Medicare Rehabilitation Services for People with 

Disabilities and Chronic Conditions 
 

Dear President Obama:  

 

Less than a month ago, the country watched your embrace of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 

on the floor of the House of Representatives during the State of the Union Address.  Throughout 

Congresswoman Giffords’ ongoing recovery, Americans have witnessed the incredible benefit 

that medical rehabilitation offers those who have experienced injury, illness, and disability.  To 

see how far Congresswoman Giffords has come only one year after her traumatic injury is a 

testament to her remarkable will and the value of intensive medical rehabilitation.     

 

And now Senator Mark Kirk will need to undergo intensive inpatient hospital rehabilitation and 

outpatient therapy as he recovers from a serious stroke.  We look forward with hope to him 

recovering his ability to function, and seeing him continue to represent the people of Illinois. 

 

These are telling national examples of the profound impact that medical rehabilitation has on 

millions of Americans faced with injuries, illnesses, and disabilities across the country.  For this 

reason, we ask you to keep the value of medical rehabilitation in mind as you negotiate a 

legislative package to address the ongoing physician fee schedule problem and the arbitrary 

outpatient rehabilitation therapy limits under the Medicare program. 

 

We urge you to refrain from using offsets that would reduce access to inpatient rehabilitation 

hospital care such as those proposed in the FY 2013 federal budget.  Limiting Medicare 

beneficiary access to these intensive rehabilitation services would restrict the very care that has 

been so instrumental to the recovery and rehabilitation of Congresswoman Giffords and, soon, 

Senator Kirk.   

 

All Americans should have the same opportunity to access rehabilitation services to help them 

recover their ability to function after serious illness or injury.    

 

Thank you for your consideration of our views. 
 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 

ACCSES 

American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine 

American Medical Rehabilitation Providers Association 

American Music Therapy Association 

American Occupational Therapy Association 

American Physical Therapy Association 

American-Speech-Language-Hearing Association 

American Therapeutic Recreation Association 

Association of Academic Physiatrists 

Brain Injury Association of America 

Center for Medicare Advocacy, Inc 

Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation 

Easter Seals 

National Association for the Advancement of Orthotics and Prosthetics 

National Association of State Head Injury Administrators 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

The Arc of the United States 

United Spinal Association 

 

Contact:   Peter W. Thomas, J.D., and Theresa Morgan, CPR Staff 

  Peter.Thomas@ppsv.com; Theresa.Morgan@ppsv.com  

  (202) 872-6730 
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