
 
December 2, 2011 
 
The Honorable Congressman  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington DC, 20515 
 
RE: Sign Letter to Protect Rehabilitation for Individuals with Disabilities and Chronic Conditions 
 
Dear Representative:  
 
The Coalition to Protect Rehabilitation (CPR) encourages you to sign onto the attached letter expressing 
concerns about the Medicare proposals that would severely restrict access to rehabilitation services and devices 
critical to individuals living with disabilities, chronic conditions and serious injuries. CPR is a coalition of 
national consumer, clinician and membership organizations with the goal of preserving access to rehabilitation 
services. 
 
Hundreds of thousands of Medicare patients annually receive critically important medical rehabilitation, therapy 
and rehabilitative nursing care in rehabilitation hospitals and units across the country. With access to these 
services and devices, individuals can regain the ability to maintain active and self-sufficient lifestyles within 
their own communities. These services help individuals regain essential functions after injuries, trauma or 
disability, and arbitrarily restricting these services would mean individuals would be unable to access these 
critical interventions.  
 
CPR understands that Congress needs to address the federal deficit, but we believe it will prove more costly in 
the long run to cut Medicare spending now on rehabilitation services that prevent unnecessary disability and 
costly secondary conditions. Medicare spending for rehabilitation hospitals has been relatively stable over the 
past seven years, and a dramatic reduction in funding for inpatient rehabilitative services will only reduce 
patient access to these services.  
 
Please consider signing the attached letter, authored by Congressmen Frank LoBiondo and Richard Neal, and 
addressed to leaders of the House Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce Committees. If you would like 
further information, please contact Peter Thomas or Theresa Morgan, CPR staff, at 202-466-6550.  
 
 
Regards,  
CPR Steering Committee Members: 
 
Helena Berger, American Association of People With Disabilities 
Joe Isaacs, United Spinal Association 
Judy Stein, Center for Medicare Advocacy 
Kelly Buckland, National Council on Independent Living 


